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Chess [anatics ftam acrosy
the city squared off agalnst
Winnipeg's top-seeded female
player vesterday at a simulta-
neous exhibidon “Blice" that
siuw her inking on 12 oppo-
nents al ance,

The match — held over the
lumch hour at Portage Place’s
Edmaonton Court — pvenius
ally plrted Russian naive Bella

Temdina against 16 different

players, while helping to mark
e kickodl of the Downtown
BIZ's waekly Chess in the
Court series,

“This simultaneous play is
just for the kickaf, but you can
COameE ot tup%;:hm and win
prizes eve. ursclay,” said
Lola IlualﬂJ-uﬁ, evenis co-oedi-
nator for the Downtown BIZ.

*There's always a range of
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"Peg chess wiz
goes on ‘hlitz’

Helps initiate Downtown BIZ series

=kill levels, because walkups
are welcome. And [ know that
a Lot of Maniieha Chass Assn-
ciatdon players do come aut,
bt that shouldnt discourage
you”

‘Aggressive style’

Tt certainly didn't discour-
age the players who went
head-to-head with lomdina
— a rare female presence in
what's typically a male-dami-
nated pastime,

"My Hsrl.: i% an Qggres-
Hive :zle, said Iorndina, who
o Winndpeg {n 1996,

‘SI:I i more a sslve
vpe yer wsually works
beter T.Eil‘l. them being pas-

slve or defensive.
"Although there have been

very lamous world cham-
pions who have played in a
defensive style, when play-
ing againsi me, a person has
a bewer chance if they play
Ve, z
A former wamen's cham-
plon in Crinvea and Russia,
lemding used that aggres-
sive sayle o defeat 12 of her 16
Oppanents.
Bur despite a clear advan-
tage going in. she said sho
't have been surprised
to discover some warihy
adversaries in thedr midsz,
“Alter a few moves, Il see
whait type of player they are”
said lomdina, wha's been
playing chess mmpsliliwly
siince the age of 11. *So0 not
niecessarily surprised, mo. But

1 do have to be prepared for
strong playars.”

Chess in the Court is the
winber version of the Diown-
ewn BlEs oudoor Chess
in the Parks serles, and runs
Thursdays from noeon to 2
p.io. al Porlage Place until

mienis and kcations, visit e,

david schmeichel@sunswd aca
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Biella bomding Sakes om all comers.

VIO SEHMEICHEL /S 14 LEL 1
lomdina is a rare female presence in a male-dominated game.



